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Rafeek Khan is new President of GMSA

Mr. Rafeek Khn

President of GMSA

Mr. Ramsay Ali Mr. Peter Pompey
First Vice President of GMSA Second Vice President of GMSA

he Guyana Manufacturing and Services
Association (GMSA) held its Annual General

Meeting (AGM) for the fiscal year 2021-2022
where on March 2, 2021, the 13-member Board of
Directors was elected, and on March 11, 2021, the new
President of the Association, three Vice Presidents, and
the remaining members of the Board of Directors were
elected.

Mr Rafeek Khan, Managing Director of Woods Direct,
was elected unopposed as President of the organisation.
He is supported by Mr Ramsay Ali, CEO of Sterling
Products Limited, as First Vice President; Mr Peter
Pompey of Brass Aluminum Cast Iron Foundry, as
Second Vice President and Dr Vishnu Doerga of Action

Mr. Vasudeo Singh
Treasurer of GMSA

Mr. Vishnu Doerga
Third Vice President of GMSA

Coach as Third Vice President. The treasurer is Mr
Vasudeo Singh, Chief Financial Officer of Demerara
Distillers Limited.

Mr Khan, in his brief remarks to the board, spoke of
alignment of the GMSA. He alluded to the fact that
Guyana is on the verge of a new economic era and
uncharted territories for many businesses. He said, “the
GMSA will continue to play a leading role as a Business
Support Organisation and we will be realigning our
strategic plan to meet the evolving needs of our
members”.

He also added that the GMSA must identify its key
objectives and keep a direct focus on how the
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organisation will achieve them. He said, “one of the
main focus will be to develop plans targeted to alleviate
the strains across each of our subsectors so that these
companies can improve their competitiveness and
competitive positions to gain the advantage of the
promising opportunities ahead”.

Mr Khan also alluded to the fact that the pandemic has
brought upon many new challenges for businesses
across the country. He said, "As we recognise the
challenges many businesses are still facing from Covid-
19, the pandemic has taught us to think outside of the
box, and intensify our strategies for promoting our
members”.

Mr Khan continued that there is power in numbers, and
emphasized that the organisation must work
collaboratively with the broad mission in mind.

Board of Directors 2021/2022
Mr. Rafeek Khan - Woods Direct
Mr. Ramsay Ali - Sterling Products Limited

Mr. Clinton Williams
Chairman, Construction and

Engineering Sub-sector Products Sub-sector

Mr. Shyam Nokta

Executive Member Executive Member

Mr. Peter Pompey - Brass Aluminum Cast Iron Foundry
Dr. Vishnu Doerga - Action Coach

Mr. Clinton Williams - Guyana National Industrial
Corporation

Mr. Denishwar Bissessar- Superior Woods

Ms. Carol Webster — O Squared Consulting

Mr. Michael Rodrigues - Troy Resources Limited

Mr. Shyam Nokta - Environmental Management
Consultants

Mr. Vasudeo Singh — Demerara Distillers Limited

Mr. Ramesh Dookhoo - Banks DIH Limited

Mr. Raymond Ramsaroop - Edward Beharry and
Company Limited

Mr. Mohindra Chand - Barama Company Limited

Mr. Chris Persaud - UMAMI

Mr. Andre Cummings - Floor It Guyana

Ms. Roseann Bulkan - Bulkan Timber Works

Mr. Bert Sukhai — National Milling Company

Mr. Orson Ferguson - Guyana Telephone and
Telegraph

Ms. Glenis Hodge - Tropical Shipping

Ms. Upasna Mudlier - Denmore Garments

Mr. Denishwar Bissessar Ms. Carol Webster  Mr. Michael Rodrigues
Chairman, Forestry and Wood

Chair, Services Sub-sector Chairman, Extractive Industries

Mr. Ramesh Dookhoo Mr. Raymond Ramsaroop Mr. Mohindra Chand

Executive Member Executive Member
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GMSA's President Pays Courtesy Call on CEO of GO-INVEST

n 25th March 2021, newly elected president of
the Guyana Manufacturing and Services
Association (GMSA), Mr. Rafeek Khan, and
Executive Director, Ms. Rosalinda Rasul, paid a courtesy
call on Chief Executive Officer of the Guyana Office for
Investment (GO-Invest), Dr. Peter Ramsaroop at his

Camp Street office.

The meeting was focused on how the two agencies can
collaborate to help develop the members falling under
different sectors within the GMSA. During the meeting,
Mr. Khan and Dr. Ramsaroop discussed the MOU that
was signed in December 2020 that formalized a

GMSA President Mr. Khan [right] and CEO of GOINVES; Mr. Ramsaroop [middle]

mechanism of cooperation to facilitate business
development support including timely access to
incentives for the manufacturing and services sectors,
promoting joint ventures and partnerships between
local and foreign investors, and undertaking joint
activities aimed at investment promotion.

It was agreed that a first initiative towards realizing this
MOU will be an Investment Forum jointly hosted
between the two organizations to allow local businesses
and stakeholders to discuss investment opportunities
and incentives needed by the manufacturing and
services sectors to further expand in Guyana.
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GMSA Participates in Government's Local Content Consultations

GMSA Team in Second Row [Left] [Photo Credit: Office of the President]

n February 15, 2020, the Guyana

Manufacturing and Services Association,

attended and participated in the National
Stakeholder Consultation on Guyana's draft Local
Content Policy for the petroleum sector. The session was
led by President Dr. Mohammed Irfaan Ali at the Arthur
Chung Convention Centre, where he received feedback
and comments from many public and private sector
stakeholders, the University of Guyana, and other
stakeholders, for the finalisation of the document.

After assuming office in August last year, President Ali
appointed a high-level Local Content Advisory Panel to
review the policy initiatives on local content in the
petroleum sector and provide guidance for the
development of Guyand's Local Content Policy and
Legislation. The Panel was chaired by GMSA's President,
Mr. Shyam Nokta, where approximately 140

stakeholders were engaged by the Panel on the
compilation of the report. The report was compiled and
submitted by the Advisory Panel in November 2020.

Dr. Ali conveyed that even though the policy is
formulated mainly around the oil and gas sector, it must
be one that regulates local content across all sector. He
said, “if you are under the mistaken belief that local
content is about oil and gas alone, then we'll be
commencing the development of this document from the
wrong perspective. Whilst the oil and gas sector would
be one that will be critically targeted in a local content
strategy, the local content strategy is an overarching
strategy that will cover every single sector of our
development as a country”.

Noting the importance of ensuring that the country's
Local Content Policy is driven by both citizens and
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stakeholders, the President iterated that Guyanese
should not become second-class citizens in their own oil
and gas economy.

Further, President Ali mentioned that a robust and
resilient framework is very dependent on building a
stable macroeconomic environment that projects
human transformation at all levels.

At the consultations, the GMSA was represented by
GMSA President Mr. Shyam Nokta, Executive Director
Ms. Rosalinda Rasul, and GMSA Economist, Ms. Ashley
Barakat. Other Board Members included Mr. Mohindra
Chand, Mr. Peter Pompey, Dr. Vishnu Doerga, Mr.
Clinton Williams, Ms. Glenis Hodge, and Mr. Chris
Persaud.

Mr. Mohindra Chand
[Photo Credit: Office of the President]

Dr. Vishnu Doerga
[Photo Credit: Office of the President]

The Ministry of Natural Resources is currently accepting
submission of comments on the draft, and the deadline
is set for March 14, 2020. The draft Local Content Policy
can be found on the Ministry of Natural Resources'
website at: https://nre.gov.qy/2021/02/11/draft-local-
content-policy-lcp/. Additionally, the Local Content
Report of the Advisory Panel can also be found on the
Ministry's website at:
https://nre.gov.qy/2021/02/10/local-content-report-
advisory-panel-on-local-content/ . All

comments/suggestions should be emailed to

ministry@nre.gov.gy

Mr. Clinton Williams and Ms. Glenis Hodge
[Photo Credit: Office of the President]

GMSA President Shyam Nokta and

Executive Director Ms. Rosalinda Rasul Engaging

[Photo Credit: Office of the President]
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GMSA Lobbies on Waiver of Free Sale Certificate
Granted to Importers

! e

Association has been at the forefront representing

local manufacturers in a matter of grave concern to
importers within the association and by and large, the
business community.

The Guyana Manufacturing and Services

In November 2020, the GMSA was informed by the
Government Analyst Food and Drug Department (GA-
FDD) that a decision was taken to grant waivers to
importers from having to produce a certificate
(Sanitary/Phytosanitary Certificate/Free Sale/Health
Certificate) from a competent authority vouching for
products being brought into Guyana from Florida.

Local importers were using a certifying agency in Florida
by the name of Enterprise Florida. Whilst this agency was
issuing certificates with basic importer/exporter
information, it was failing to provide an Attestation
Clause, which is seen as the most crucial, required

President of the GMSA Mr. Rafeek Khan [Photo Credit: Department of Public Information]

information on products. The Attestation Clause is an
acknowledgement of the authenticity of a product and a
verification that proper processes were followed in order
to attest to the product. This means that Enterprise
Florida is not willing to attest to the products for the sole
reason that they do not inspect these products, and is not
taking responsibility for the products it was “certifying”
for exports.

The GA-FDD had explained that this interim measure
will expire on December 31, 2020, after which a
meeting will take place in January 2021 with all food
importers in Guyana to discuss a way forward. The
GMSA was represented at this meeting in January, to
which no resolution was made. As such, the GMSA
requested a meeting with His Excellency Dr. Ali for his
guidance on the matter, who suggested that a
comprehensive list of authorized distributors and their
products be submitted.

www.gmsagy.org
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GMSA Executive Director Ms. Rosalinda Rasul and Mr. Raymond Ramsaroop [ Photo Credit: Department of Public Information]

On March 30, 2021, the GMSA was once again invited
to another stakeholder engagement with manufacturers
and importers to discuss and review the interim measure
(which expired on December 31, 2020). In attendance
was the Minister of Legal Affairs & Attorney General,
Hon. Anil Nandlall, Minister of Tourism, Industry and
Commerce, Hon. Oneidge Walrond, and Dr. Leslie
Ramsammy. The GMSA was represented by President of
the Association, Mr. Rafeek Khan; Executive Director, Ms.
Rosalinda Rasul, and other members including Mr.
Ramesh Dookhoo, of Banks DIH; Mr. Vasudeo Singh, of
Demerara Distillers Limited; Mr. Ramsay Ali, of Sterling
Products Limited; Mr. Peter Pompey, of Brass Aluminum
Cast Iron Foundry; Mr. Chris Persaud, of UMAMI; and Mr.

Raymond Ramsaroop, of Edward B. Beharry Company.

The GMSA objected to the GA-FDD's initial decision
based on clear violation of the law, health and safety
concerns for the nation, by-passing of authorized
distributors and dumping of products in Guyana.

A final decision was made to allow importers to continue
importing their products without the free sale certificate
until May 1, 2021, after which a list of all authorized
distributors and their products will be published to notify
the public of who is solely authorized to import these
products.
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GMSA Newly Elected President Engages
GMSA Sub-Committee Chairs

n Thursday, March 18, 2021, newly elected

President Mr. Rafeek Khan engaged the GMSA's

newly elected Sub-committee chairs on their
work plan for the period 2021/2022.

Those in attendance included Mr. Denishwar Bissessar,
Forestry and Wood Products Chair; Mr. Clinton Williams,
Construction and Engineering Chair; Mr. Michael
Rodrigues, Extractive Industry Chair; Mr. Ramsay Ali,
Agro-processing Chair; and Ms. Carol Webster, Services
Chair.

All Sub-committees will be engaging their respectful
membership to identify issues and priorities for the
upcoming year. Additionally, the sub-committee chairs
and President will be seeking to add value to the GMSA's
membership.
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GMSA'S SUBMISSIONS FOR BUDGET 2021
Participates at Budget Consultations

t the Arthur Chung Conference Center, the

GMSA, along with other private sector and labour

epresentatives met with Vice President, Dr.
Bharrat Jagdeo; Senior Minister in the Office of the
President with responsibility for Finance, Dr. Ashni Singh
and Minister of Parliamentary Affairs, Gail Teixeira, to
discuss the GMSA's submission for Budget 2021.

The GMSA was represented by Executive Director, Ms.
Rosalinda Rasul, and GMSA Economist, Ms. Ashley
Barakat. Other GMSA Members included Mr. Mohindra
Chand, of Barama Company Limited, and Mr. Peter
Pompey, of Brass Aluminum Cast Iron Foundry.

At the engagement, Dr. Jagdeo emphasised the
government's commitment to delivering its manifesto
promises, several of which have already been initiated in
Budget 2020. He indicated that Budget 2021 and the
budgets for the subsequent years will continue to build
on these.

Dr. Singh emphasised that the government's approach to
development is one of continuous engagement. He
elaborated that the PPP/C manifesto has outlined the

GMSA Team in Front Row [Bottom Right]
[Photo Credit: Ministry of Finance]

vision for the country and the key interventions to be
implemented, which includes significant investment in
physical infrastructure to improve connectivity and
unlock economic potential; substantial investment in
social services, including a well educated and skilled
workforce to take advantage of the economic
opportunities that are arising.

The Guyana Manufacturing and Services Association
(GMSA) recognizes that 2021 is a pivotal year for
Guyana and we wish to express our commitment to
working in partnership with Government to enable
private sector growth and advancement, in particular
the manufacturing and services sectors. As a precursor
to our submission, the GMSA wishes to acknowledge the
many measures put in place as part of the 2020
emergency budget which directly targeted the
manufacturing and services sectors.

For Budget 2021, the GMSA has identified General
Measures which cut across several sectors under the
GMSA purview, and Sectoral Measures which are
specific to sectors.

www.gmsagy.org




GENERAL MEASURES
Creation of Economic Zones

The GMSA supports the establishment of economic
zones in which special incentives and tax regimes are
developed for a specific geographic location to boost
manufacturing, industrial development, warehousing
and connectivity. Government has already identified the
setting up of the Wales Development Authority and the
GMSA is interested in working closely in the planning
and development of this and other such initiatives to
create opportunities for local investments in agro-
processing and other manufacturing and value-adding
opportunities.

Finance

Government's intervention is critical to allow for
manufacturing and services businesses to access finance
to support growth and development. Among the areas
requiring action from Government are:

* The banking sector should give more financing
concessions for investment and re-investments
either through overdraft or loan facilities.

* Intervene in the money market operations to

narrow the variance in the lending and borrowing
rate instituted by banking institutions.

* Improve access to affordable finance such as
improved performance of the Small Business
Bureau (SBB).

* Institute a well-funded development finance

organization modelled to deliver capital investment
finance to manufacturers.

Taxation

. Reduce Corporation Tax

*  Grant tax rebate to companies utilizing alternate
energy technologies and for efficient energy
initiatives.

* Remove excise tax on fuel
manufacturing/value addition.

used in

Public Procurement

*  Urgent implementation of the Small Business
Procurement Programme which guarantees local
small firms 20% of Government contracts.

*  Consistent with Government's call to support local,
GMSA advocates for public procurement to
consider locally manufactured items -
pharmaceuticals, aggregate and quarry products,
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